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62 
An Urgent Appeal for Information 
on Minnesota's Natural Areas 
Dear Academy Member -
Your Academy Committee on Preservation of Natural Conditions urgently needs help in 
locating in each Minnesota county natural areas worthy of preservation for scientific and educa-
tional purposes. Early in the summer of 1964 your committee sent out to all college biology teach-
ers a questionnaire requesting information on specific areas known to be of special interest for 
study and teaching of natural history. There were a few replies, but the response in general 
was disappointing. 
In mid-March 1968, the Minnesota Conservation Commissioner's Advisory Committee on 
Scientific and Natural Areas, which has as its chairman. Professor L. D. Frenzel, who is also chair-
man of your Academy Committee on Preservation of Natural Conditions. was asked by the Minne-
sota Resources Planning Commission for an emergency list of private properties in the state con-
sidered to be in an urgent priority status for acquisition as Scientific and Natural Areas. 
Professor Frenzel has asked Professor Morley and me to prepare such a list, covering the 
whole state. We did prepare a very preliminary list, but were embarrassed to find that we had 
information on suitable areas from only 50 of the 87 counties. We need especially to have in-
formation on location and characteristics of privately owned sites, preferably 40 to 80 acres or 
larger, that would be suitable for preservation in the 37 counties listed below, for which we now 
have no information: 
AITKIN, BECKER, BIG STONE, BROWN, CASS, CHIPPEWA, CHISAGO, 
COOK, COTTONWOOD, DAKOTA, DODGE, DOUGLAS, FREEBORN, 
JACKSON, KOOCHICHING, LAC QUI PARLE, LAKE OF THE WOODS, 
LINCOLN, LYON, MARSHALL, MILLE LACS, MORRISON, MURRAY, 
NOBLES, OLMSTED, PENNINGTON, ROSEAU, STEVENS, SWIFT, TODD, 
TRAVERSE, WADENA, WASECA, WASHINGTON, WATONWAN, WILKIN, 
WRIGHT. 
Information on areas in other counties also would be appreciated . The adjoining page con-
tains a form on which you are requested to indicate a few facts regarding privately-owned land 
which is still in a sufficiently natural condition to deserve preservation within a state-wide system 
of Scientific and Natural Areas. We hope the coming state Legislature will honor our request with 
supporting legislation. A letter to your state senators and representatives urging thoughtful atten-
tion to and favorable action on the legislation now being prepared would help this effort. 
I think most of you are aware of the drive by the Minnesota Chapter of The Nature Conserv-
ancy this past winter for funds to purchase Schafer Prairie Preserve in McLeod County. The suc-
cessful experience in this program may be of interest. Of the more than 700 contributors who 
have provided the necessary $16,000, only 38 were Minnesota Academy members. There were 
many more contributors than that from outside this state! This shows a very disappointing response 
from an organization which has professed for more than 30 years to have a guiding role in the 
preservation of Minnesota's natural heritage. The present appeal asks Academy members only to 
spare a six-cent stamp and a few minutes of time needed to inform us of the tracts that should 
be acquired with federal, state, or county funds. It should be pointed out here that the Grand Rap-
ids chapter of the Isaac Walton League in May of this year set a fine precedent by passing a res-
olution urging that certain tax-forfeit land in Itasca County be set aside as natural areas. 
More than 100 letters received from contributors to Schaefer Prairie Preserve reveal that 
Minnesotans and other persons scattered over 36 states and two Canadian provinces are alarmed 
at the speed with which natural areas are being destroyed and feel helpless to do anything about 
the situation. They have expressed delight that something is being done by The Nature Conserv-
ancy, and are grateful for an opportunity to participate in acquisitions. But The Nature Conserv-
ancy cannot do the whole job. We need your help. 
Reasons for the present urgency of an acquisition program are: 1) rising taxes, 2) keener 
competition in land utilization, 3) development of modern farming technology that can utilize areas 
formerly unsuitable for agriculture, 4) extension of roads with vastly increased demand for gravel 
that underlies many of our finest remaining prairies, and 5) demand for prairie sod for roadside 
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stabilization. The western and southern arc of arable lands and regions of the state in the path of 
urban expansion are the most critical areas with respect to preservation. 
Please share your knowledge with us! If you can only find time to fill out the first six items 
of the questionnaire, please do that, add your name and address, and send us the information. 
Sincerely yours , 
DONALD B. LA WREN CE 
Minnesota Natural Areas Worthy of Preservation 
1. Local name or way of designating the area: ____________ _ 
2. General location : County: ________ Township: ______ _ 
Distance and direction from village or town: _ _ _ _______ __ _ 
3. Detailed location. Boundaries indicated on attached county map 
or state road map:-------------- --------
4. Acreage: 
5. Ownership: (Names and addresses) ____ ___________ _ 
6. Valuation: Offered, or likely to be offered as gifts? Yes No __ 
Sale: _______ Price: ______ .Option desirable: ___ _ 
7. Natural Area Values: 
Biotic communities present: ________ __________ _ 
Rare plants or animals (name): 
Scenic: 
Special features: - --- ---------- ----- - - - -
8. Artificial structures. Buildings : _________________ _ 
Roads: ___ ____ Trails: _______ Other: ___ __ _ 
9. Past human disturbance of the land. Farming: _________ __ _ 
Grazing: ----- - ~umbering: _ ____ Flooding: ____ _ 
Fire: _______ _ _ __ Other (specify) : ________ _ 
10. Special problems. Trespass: - - - ---~Hunting: ______ _ 
Picnicking: ------~ire: ------~xotics: 
Stray animals: _____ _______ Other : _________ _ 
11. Technical opinion : ( Give name and address of one or more ecologists or 
others who know the area or have seen it and could testify as to its scientific 
aspects) --- ------------ ---------- -
12. Availability of local people. For project committee: _________ _ 
For fund raising: _ _ _ ____ ~ or scientific research: ______ _ 
For custodian: 
13. Justification and Comments: (Such as statement on priority, need proximity 
to a school, kind of use recommended, as teaching, research, etc.) 
Signed 
Address 
Return completed form to: 
Journal of, Volume Thirty-five, No. 1, 1968 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Academy of Science 
3100 38th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55406 
Phone: 721-3391 
Date 
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